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TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A)

THE PARISH PRIEST WRITES …
As August days recede, there’s a great deal on my desk! New as I am to parish life
here, the covid crisis has meant there’s quite a backlog to work through. We’re getting
there! I know many of our families are still waiting to arrange their sacramental
celebrations. We’re getting there slowly.
We still need to be careful in following the covid guidelines, and to that end, we are
asking you really profoundly – unless you are exempt, please wear a face covering in
church, and use sanitizer. This week, we’re appealing for more volunteers to be on the
rota for stewards in church. We want to maximise our availability, so please think how
you can help us to stay open and reach even more people.
We are developing our plans for getting things going by the time we reach Rosary
Sunday. That will be a great day for all of us to be back together. We’re getting excited,
and thanks for all your support!
Be intent on prayer, and whatever may happen will turn to our good.
Fr David
THE COVID PANDEMIC – OUR RESPONSE
It is truly wonderful for us to be able to celebrate Mass with you and for you once
again, We are asking, to comply with the government guidance, please wear
face coverings in church unless it is impossible. The months ahead will no doubt
involve a range of other challenges. Please do bear with us as we work out the best
way to respond to the current situation.
A NEW PARISH PRIEST FOR ST DOMINIC’S
Fr David Rocks OP is our new Parish Priest, succeeding Fr Oliver Keenan OP, who
has been appointed Master of Students and has moved to Oxford.
ELECTION OF A NEW PRIOR
Fr Thomas Skeats OP has concluded his time as prior of St Dominic’s, and is having
a well-deserved break. We are grateful to him for everything he has done here
during his long association with us. Please pray for the Dominican Community as
we proceed with the election of a new prior in the next few weeks. Soon there will
be opportunity to send our good wishes and thanks to Fr Thomas.
OTHER COMINGS AND GOINGS
We welcome Fr Toby Lees OP, who is concluding his studies in Rome, and Br
Joseph Bailham OP, recently ordained as a deacon, Both of them are familiar to
many of us at St Dominic’s and we look forward to working with both of them in
the months and years ahead.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Please join us for these times if you are able – 5-6pm Monday to Saturday, and 24pm on Sundays, concluding with Benediction.

NOTICE
BOARD
YOUR CHILD’S BAPTISM
We are working towards the
rescheduling of baptisms for our
families. Over the next few
weeks, we will be contacting
those who have been booked
previously. We hope to be back
on track in October.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
CONFIRMATION
We hope to evolve a plan for the
celebration of these sacraments
during the month of September
for those children and young
people who have been
preparing during the last year.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Couples who wish to prepare
for the Sacrament of Holy
Matrimony should make an
appointment with the Parish
Priest in the first instance.
BECOMING CATHOLIC
Any adult who wishes to
become a Catholic or receive
Confirmation should join our
RCIA programme, which will
begin in October.
VISITING THE SICK
The Faithful who are sick and
housebound are encouraged to
keep in touch by phone at
present, and we can discuss
needs.
FAMILY VISITS
Families who require pastoral
support are encouraged to have
a phone conversation for now.

PASTORAL SUPPORT OF THOSE WHO ARE STILL AT HOME
We are currently making contact with those who have been on our sick list prior
to lockdown, in order to assess their needs and what is the best way to support.
Please remember that the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday remains suspended.
If you are still at home and cannot get to Mass, please get in touch with Iroma and
we will try to help.
FUNERALS CELEBRATED DURING COVID -19 LOCKDOWN
During recent months, many families have celebrated funerals in a very quiet way.
We are currently planning to contact as many of these families as possible, to look
into celebrating Masses or memorial services. There will be a service of
remembrance during the month of November.
CELEBRATING BAPTISMS AGAIN
We are very grateful for the forbearance of many families who would have expected
to celebrate the baptisms of their children, when these have been postponed
because of the lockdown situation. We have now written to these families to begin
to arrange dates according to the restrictions. We will begin to book in any further
baptisms (not currently on our system) from the beginning of October.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION – ACADEMIC YEAR 2019-2020
We expect our schools to reopen fully for all children at the end of August. We will
then make appropriate arrangements to celebrate the First Holy Communions for
those families whose children had been enrolled for the programme in the last
academic year. From October, we hope to make ‘new normal’ arrangements for
children who wish to make First Holy Communion in the forthcoming academic year
2020-2021

MASS TIMES
Sundays:
8:30am; 10:00am;
12:00 noon; 4:00pm (EF)
Adoration 2 – 4pm
Benediction at 3:45pm
Weekdays:
Adoration 5:00pm;
Mass at 6:00pm
Saturdays:
Adoration 5:00pm;
6:00pm Vigil Mass for
Sunday

CONFESSION
Saturdays:
5:00pm – 6:00pm

SUPPORTING THE CHURCH, PRIORY, AND SHRINE
We are very grateful for all the support, financial and moral, that you have been
able to give us throughout the last few challenging months. Please do consider
supporting our life and ministry through donations, Mass intentions, sanctuary lamp
intentions, etc. During the lockdown, we lost around £27K of voluntary income, and
income remains under threat as restrictions continue. We are grateful for your
support.

Sundays:
9:45am – 10:15am
11:45am – 12:15pm

MONEY MATTERS

APPEAL FOR STEWARTS – HELP US KEEP ST DOMINIC’S OPEN!
In order to be “covid secure”, we need two stewards for each time the church is
open, so we require more volunteers! If you can help, even if it is just for the Mass
you usually attend, please get in touch with Iroma, and we will start the process.
Iroma can be reached at secretary@haverstockhill.org.uk or at 0207 482 9234. We
are waiting for your call

More detailed
information on our
finances will be available
soon

COVID SAFETY AND THE NEWSLETTER
Please take this newsletter with you and recycle it at home, and share our latest news
with those who are unable to attend Mass or come to the church.
THE DOMINICAN COMMUNITY
St Dominic’s Priory, Southampton Road,
London NW5 4LB
Parish Priest: Fr David Edward Rocks OP PP – david.rocks@english.op.org
Rector of the Shrine: Fr Lawrence Lew OP CC – lawrence.lew@english.op.org
Secretary: Mrs Iroma Attanayake – secretary@haverstockhill.org.uk
For the Parish Office, please call 0207 482 9234
For more details, visit: www.rosaryshrine.co.uk

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT!

TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
HE HAS ENTRUSTED TO US THE NEWS THAT WE ARE RECONCILED!
A THOUGHT FOR THIS SUNDAY
“We do not know the time when earth and humanity will reach their completion, nor do we know the way in which the
universe will be transformed. The world as we see it, disfigured by sin, is passing away. But we are sure that God is
preparing a new dwelling place and a new earth. In this new earth righteousness is to make its home, and happiness
will satisfy, and more than satisfy, all the yearnings for peace that arise in human hearts. On that day, when death is
conquered, the sons of God will be raised up in Christ; what was sown as something weak and perishable will be clothed
in incorruption. Love and the fruits of love will remain, and the whole of creation, made by God for man, will be set
free from the frustration that enslaves it.
We are warned indeed that a man gains nothing if he wins the whole world at the cost of himself. Yet our hope in a
new earth should not weaken, but rather stimulate our concern for developing this earth, for on it there is growing up
the body of a new human family, a body even now able to provide some foreshadowing of the new age. Hence, though
earthly progress is to be carefully distinguished from the growth of Christ’s kingdom, yet in so far as it can help towards
the better ordering of human society it is of great importance to the kingdom of God.
The blessings of human dignity, brotherly communion and freedom – all the good fruits on earth of man’s cooperation with nature in the Spirit of the Lord and according to his command – will be found again in the world to
come, but purified of all stain, resplendent and transfigured, when Christ hands over to the Father an eternal and
everlasting kingdom: “a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love and
peace.” On this earth the kingdom is already present in sign; when the Lord comes it will reach its completion.
.
– The Second Vatican Council's pastoral constitution "Gaudium et spes" on the Church in the modern world
Responsorial Psalm: Your love, O Lord, is eternal: discard not the work of your hands..
A SAINT FOR THIS WEEK: St Augustine of Hippo, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Augustine was born in Thagaste in Africa of a Berber family. He was brought up a Christian but left the Church
early and spent a great deal of time seriously seeking the truth, first in the Manichaean heresy, which he
abandoned on seeing how nonsensical it was, and then in Neoplatonism, until at length, through the prayers of his
mother and the teaching of St Ambrose of Milan, he was converted back to Christianity and baptized in 387, shortly
before his mother’s death.
Augustine had a brilliant legal and academic career, but after his conversion he returned he returned home to
Africa and led an ascetic life. He was elected Bishop of Hippo and spent 34 years looking after his flock, teaching
them, strengthening them in the faith and protecting them strenuously against the errors of the time. He wrote
an enormous amount and left a permanent mark on both philosophy and theology. His Confessions, as dazzling in
style as they are deep in content, are a landmark of world literature. The Second Readings in the Office of Readings
contain extracts from many of his works.
He was declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Boniface VIII in 1308.

NEXT SUNDAY:
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A)

“Prayer is powerful beyond limits when we turn to the Immaculata who is queen even of God’s heart.”
St Maximillian Kolbe

2020 VISION AND ALL THAT!
WHEN WE DON’T NECESSARILY SEE WITH OUR EYES AND THINK WITH OUR BRAINS
Fr David Edward Rocks OP PP reflects on what we see and what we say, and when we need to be quiet!

In those days, the Monday routine was always the same. The menu for lunch was always bacon and
cabbage, and after that, Fr Joe and myself would have a well-stewed mug of tea from the pot. We’d sit in
the hospice at the end of the refectory. There’d just be enough time to drink the tea before “ring, ring,
ring” – three rings on the priory door. Our transport had arrived! Off we would go to where Billy lived, in
his retirement.
Billy was our affectionate name for him – we wouldn’t use that name in his presence. “Father William”,
he preferred to be called. But I’ll use the affectionate term for now. After the short drive from the priory
in Dominick Street in Dublin, we’d be greeted by Billy in the sparce room he occupied. There was more
tea, some fruitcake perhaps, and Billy was immaculately dressed in black clothing with a neat clerical
collar.
After our refreshments, Fr Joe would visit some of the other residents in the home, and spend some time
with the sisters who worked there. My job was to open whatever volume of St Thomas’s Summa
Theologica we were on, and read it to Billy. He’d sit back, ready to listen. You might be thinking this sounds
like an episode of Jackanory Story, but mistaken you’d be!
The reason I was reading to Billy was that his eyesight was failing significantly, but his mind and heart
remained sharp. Reading St Thomas is not for the faint hearted, and it was most certainly not a prelude
to Billy’s afternoon nap. Billy’s loss of vision did not in any way impede on his insight. In fact a story is told,
that when a young Billy was a student, the Master of Students was pacing along the corridors of “the
Rascal” in our priory at Tallaght, checking that the students were at their studies. When passing Billy’s
room, he saw no lamp lit, and entering asked the young Br William what he was doing. His capuce over
his scalp and his eyes closed – “thinking”, said Billy.
I would read to Billy, both in English and Latin. A student brother, I barely understood the Latin, but
sometimes even struggle with the English. Every now and again, Billy would say – “stop, stop, stop, Br
David, let’s just look at that” – and for a period he would silently ‘look’ at what was before his failing eyes,
some beautiful insight, provoked by words (from St Thomas) that my ears (and lips) could barely
understand. Many years before I knew him, Billy had spent many years a lector in the great tradition of
our Studium at Tallaght, and many thought there he would remain. But after many years there, he set out
as part of the Dominican mission to Tehran, an area of the church that still suffers to this day. At Tallaght,
he was steeped in the Thomist tradition. In Tehran, he was pushed to the very limits.
But even as his eyesight failed, he’d still ask to stop listening, and just look. He was seeing something, but
not with his eyes. That’s Peter in today’s Gospel. He sees with great clarity, not with eyes. Before he can
truly understand, he has a journey of heart and mind, before he experiences the true extent of his beliefs.
Those of us who enjoy “2020 vision” so to speak, need to know that we might not always ‘see with our
eyes’ but that vision goes deeper
I look back with great affection on the Mondays I spent with +William of Ispahan of the Latins OP, and the
experience of being with him as he saw with great vision, silently, as he reflected on the words of St
Thomas, and on the mystery to which he had devoted his preaching. I hope and pray that his vision is now
complete, and that ‘nothing disturbs him’ in his relation with the unchanging God.
Be intent on prayer, and whatever may happen will turn to our good.
Fr David Edward Rocks OP PP

